
S A M  A N N A N D

F O R  T H E

MACROTONAL ENSEMBLE

GOLDEN HOUR

CONDUCTOR’S SCORE

2 0 2 6







I N S T R U M E N T A T I O N

Clarinets Clar Lead 1, Clar Lead 2, Clar Lead 3, Clarinet 1,

Clarinet 2, Bass Clar 1, Bass Clar 2

Saxophone Hocket Bar. Sax. 1, Bar. Sax. 2, Bar. Sax. 3, Bar. Sax. 4

Saxophone Arpeggios Soprano Saxophone

Harps Harp 1, Harp 2

Strings Violin 1, Violin 2, Violin 3, Violin 4, Viola 1, Viola 2,

Viola 3, Cello 1, Cello 2, Cello 3, Cello 4, Low Cello 1,

Low Cello 2

T U N I N G  A N D  C O L O U R

The music is written in the macrotonal system: 125 cents to a degree, twelve

degrees to a 1500-cent cycle. Each notehead’s colour gives its tuning against

the written note:

Red no adjustment Yellow +25 cents

Blue −25 cents Green −50 cents

H A R P  T U N I N G

The harp part is engraved in black, so its tuning is set in the strings: pedals

stay as below throughout, and each string listed is retuned before playing and

keeps that tuning for the whole piece (octaves as in the score: middle C =
C4).

Pedal s   D  C  B  |  E  F  G  A

A2  D3  G3  C4 no adjustment

F 4  B4 +25 cents

F 3  B3  E4  A4 −25 cents

R E A D I N G  T H I S  S C O R E

P R O G R A M M E  N O T E

Golden Hour begins from a place of familiarity: an A minor seventh chord derived from

the foundational structure of the tuning system itself, where each harmonic “colour” is

built from stacked fourths. From this almost just intonational opening, the piece gradually

introduces more unfamiliar intervallic relationships as the clarinets emerge, allowing rhyth‐

mic beating and subtle microtonal interference patterns to slowly bloom inside the harmo‐

ny. The music is intended to unfold organically, like a flower opening or a fern uncurling,

moving from something stable and recognisable into increasingly intricate textures and

shapes.

The sonic world of the piece is closely tied to the atmosphere of early to late spring: the

glowing green of overcast days, newly formed leaves, and the imagined interior colour of

tulips. A central gesture is the saxophone hocket, where sustained tones are passed continu‐

ously between performers in a circular motion, allowing the physical limitations of breath

itself to shape the rhythm and phrasing. Rather than concealing the mechanics of perfor‐

mance, the work embraces them, creating a cooperative pulse that hovers around a slow,

breathing momentum.

The string writing draws inspiration from Within You Without You by The Beatles, par‐

ticularly its layered doubling and raga-influenced modal character. In Golden Hour, these

influences become refracted through the macrotonal tuning system before gradually giving

way to a more rhythmic, folk-like closing section featuring harp, saxophone arpeggios, and

future vocal overdubs intended to imitate blackbirds moving through trees and bushes at

dusk.

Beneath this final section is a slight melancholic lilt within the tuning itself, reflecting the

impermanence at the end of spring: daffodils losing their heads, blossom falling from the

trees, and bluebells beginning to wither as that brief luminous season slowly disappears for

another year.

Sam Annand

Transposed score: clarinets and saxophones are shown at written pitch.

An instrument’s staff appears only where it plays; the opening system shows

the full ensemble.

Every bar is numbered; boxed numbers are rehearsal marks.

95 bpm · 4/4 · 191 bars · duration c. 8 minutes
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Clarinet 1

Clarinet 2
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Clar Lead 1
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Bar. Sax. 3

Bar. Sax. 4

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vln. 3

Vln. 4

Vla. 1

Vla. 2

Vla. 3

Vc. 1

Vc. 2

Vc. 3

Vc. 4

Lo Vc. 1

Lo Vc. 2

110

28



Golden Hour Sam Annand

12

Clar Lead 1

Clar Lead 2

Clar Lead 3

Bar. Sax. 1

Bar. Sax. 2

Bar. Sax. 3

Bar. Sax. 4

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vln. 3

Vln. 4

Vla. 1

Vla. 2

Vla. 3

Vc. 1

Vc. 2

Vc. 3

Vc. 4

Lo Vc. 1
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Bass Clar 1

Bass Clar 2

Bar. Sax. 1
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Clar Lead 2

Clarinet 1
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Clar Lead 2
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Bass Clar 1
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Bar. Sax. 3
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Clar Lead 2

Clarinet 1
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Bass Clar 1
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S. Sax.
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Clar Lead 2

Clarinet 1
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Clar Lead 2
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Bar. Sax. 4

S. Sax.
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Bar. Sax. 1

Bar. Sax. 4

Harp 2

183 184

Bar. Sax. 1

Bar. Sax. 4

Harp 2

185 186
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Bar. Sax. 4

Harp 2
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